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We are also going to be able to help 

Detroit homeowners receive home re-
pair grants for energy efficiency. En-
terprise Community Partners is so 
eager to be able to work with my sea-
soned residents; and my seasoned resi-
dents are eager to see their homes be-
come not only energy efficient, but 
also accessible, as many are struggling 
with access because of disability. 

The Eastside Community Network is 
going to be able to establish the 
Stoudamire Wellness HUB for the 
eastside Detroit residents who are, 
right now, struggling to access 
healthcare. 

We are also going to be able to help, 
some relief—and this is just the begin-
ning—to help many of our families in 
Dearborn Heights and Wayne County 
address the number of families that 
continue to be impacted by flooding be-
cause of Ecorse Creek’s challenges. 

We are also going to be able to sup-
port ProsperUS Detroit Micro Lending 
to support some of our small businesses 
and expand some of the work they have 
already done to Detroit all the way to 
western Wayne and Inkster. 

I am also so proud of the investment 
that we are going to have in the Ruth 
Ellis Center to provide safe, affordable, 
identity-affirming housing for 
marginalized Black and Brown Detroit-
ers, especially my LGBTQ-plus youth. 

I am also going to be able to stand 
there with my City of Wayne residents 
to see, finally, the Goudy Park Amphi-
theater space be able to be rehabbed. It 
is a space that many of our schools use 
for graduations, for gatherings, and 
just really truly coming together as a 
community. 

We are also going to be able to see 
over 300 of our high school students in 
the Western Wayne School District, 
along with the partnership of SEMCA, 
be able to access vocational tech-
nology, career-tech programs. 

We are also going to see a $2.5 million 
investment in our Inkster Senior 
Wellness Center. This is one of—again, 
Inkster has some of my spectacular 
seasoned residents, and they are eager, 
again, to have a space to come to-
gether, especially after the challenges 
during the pandemic. 

I want to thank Chairwoman 
DELAURO and the Appropriations Com-
mittee staff, and the incredible hard 
work of my team, for a thoughtful and 
engaging process that really targeted 
communities with the most needs. 

I am proud and committed to contin-
ued engagement with all of my 13th 
Congressional District communities to 
find funding to address the needs be-
cause they truly deserve it. 
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AFFORDABLE INSULIN NOW 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the incredible impact 
the bipartisan Affordable Insulin Now 
Act will have on Americans across the 
Nation. 

It is no secret diabetes poses a major 
health burden to Americans across our 
country. Texas, in particular, suffers 
greatly from the effects of type 2 diabe-
tes. Every day, new Texans are diag-
nosed. On top of that, the rate of new 
cases increases every single year. 

This topic, Mr. Speaker, hits very 
close to home. I have seen firsthand 
the hurdles diabetes creates for fami-
lies simply looking to live a quiet life 
and be alone and have a good, produc-
tive life. In my family, my mother 
faced uphill health battles because of 
diabetes most of her adult life. She 
died eventually of diabetes complica-
tions. 

Diabetes runs in my family. In fact, 
my doctor tells me that no matter 
what I do, I may end up getting diabe-
tes. I am one of 10 children. Five of us 
have already gotten diabetes and are 
dependent on insulin. 

Sadly, this epidemic disproportion-
ately impacts older adults, especially 
Latinos, minorities, and populations 
with lower levels of education. It re-
mains one of the leading causes of 
death in Texas and the United States. 
In my own home county of Harris 
County, diabetes is the fifth leading 
cause of death. 

Even when purchased through Medi-
care, insulin is more than three times 
as expensive in the United States than 
in the U.K. The bipartisan Affordable 
Insulin Now Act is truly needed to save 
lives. 

The Affordable Insulin Now Act caps 
insulin copays at $35 per month or 25 
percent of an insurance plan’s nego-
tiated price, whichever is lower. It is a 
great first step, and it will save lives. 
But more must be done. 

You see, Mr. Speaker, Americans 
without health insurance will not ben-
efit from this bill. This will help those 
residents who are fortunate to already 
have health insurance, and we welcome 
this support. Again, it is a great first 
step. But much more is very needed. 

Texas is the State with the highest 
rate of uninsured individuals and, in 
my district, 33 percent of the residents 
in my district do not have health in-
surance. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, my district has 
the highest number of uninsured people 
than in any other district in the Na-
tion. To make matters worse, diabetes 
is highly concentrated in east Texas, 
the area where I live. It pains me that 
these folks were not included in the 
bill. 

The immense health and emotional 
challenges diabetes brings to house-
holds are burdensome enough; but its 
economic strain is ruthless to families 
not fortunate enough to have insur-
ance. 

Because of corporate greed and com-
panies focused only on profits, Texans 
without medical insurance face astro-
nomical prices for insulin. In short, 
people with diabetes have medical ex-
penses approximately 2.3 times higher 
than those who do not have diabetes. 

The out-of-pocket costs for 
healthcare and insulin have crippled 

hardworking Americans across our 
country. It has gotten so bad that one 
in four people have rationed, rationed 
lifesaving insulin because they could 
not afford proper dosage amounts. This 
is unacceptable and wrong, and we 
must do better. 

No one—I repeat, no one—should 
have to gamble with their health by ra-
tioning insulin to make ends meet. The 
bipartisan Affordable Insulin Now Act 
will save lives, and it is a great step 
forward. But I will continue fighting 
for residents across my district who do 
not currently have health insurance 
but do need insulin. We will continue 
to fight until we get it done. 

f 

STOP MASS SHOOTINGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, a re-
cently released Violence Project study 
has found that more than half of all 
mass shootings between 1966 and 2019 
occurred since 2000. There have been 
more and more shootings. It is getting 
worse and worse. Mass shootings have 
occurred in the workplace, on college 
campuses, in our houses of worship, 
and in our schools. We must do better. 

These shootings cut off young lives 
and devastate families. We owe it to 
the victims to do more to combat gun 
violence in our communities. We owe it 
to Joaquin Oliver. 

Joaquin was 17 years old when he was 
shot and killed with an assault rifle at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida. This is 
Joaquin. 

But this symbol of Joaquin is also an 
assault rifle. You see, this is an assault 
rifle that was purchased by Joaquin’s 
dad, Manny, without a background 
check. 

Manny went to a gun show in Florida 
and bought a high-powered rifle with-
out a background check. Then he went 
home, and he melted it down to make 
this statue of his son, who was killed 
by a similar weapon in his school on 
Valentine’s Day. 

This statue of Joaquin is now a pow-
erful reminder of our weak gun laws 
and the countless American lives that 
have been stolen, families broken by 
gun violence. 

When Manny went to a gun show, the 
seller pushed him to buy the rifle, to 
buy ammunition, to buy a high-capac-
ity magazine, all at one time, without 
a background check. And Manny won-
dered, what’s the rush? 

What is the rush? Why does anyone 
need a deadly arsenal in one afternoon, 
with no questions asked? 

We have put a lot of effort into mak-
ing background checks work well for 
legal gun buyers. The National Instant 
Criminal Background System, the 
NICS system, returns results in as fast 
as 30 seconds. 

Every gun buyer at a gun show, every 
gun buyer online, every gun buyer at a 
licensed dealer, every gun buyer should 
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